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FAUNISTICAL NOTES

First records of two freshwater Tardigrada species

in Slovakia

Peter DEGMA
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Ninety Tardigrada species and subspecies have been
reported in Slovakia so far (DEGMA, 2003).

During sampling of tardigrades in freshwater
habitats of SW and C Slovakia, the two species listed
below have been found in Slovakian territory for
the first time. Grid reference numbers of the Data-
bank of Slovak fauna (=DSF) and geographic coor-
dinates of sampling sites were taken based on the
DSF’s map (LUCIVIJANSKA, 1984). All specimens were
identified using keys and descriptions in BERTOLANI
(1982, 2003), RamazzoTTI & MAuccrt (1983) (also in
BEASLEY, 1995), BISEROV, (1998), BERTOLANI et al.
(1999) and BINDA & PIiLATO (1999). The whole ma-
terial was prepared and identified by the author. The
specimens were mounted in Hoyer’s medium and de-
posited in the author’s collection. The current number
of Tardigrada species and subspecies reported in Slo-
vakia is 92.

Macrobiotidae Thulin, 1928

Dactylobiotus selenicus Bertolani, 1981

Material examined: SW Slovakia, Podunajskd rov-
ina plain, Bratislava, Strkovecké jazero lake (7868b)
(=DSF), 48°10’ N, 17°09’ E, 26.X.1999, 1 specimen in
a sediment from the 5.2 m depth, leg. E. Tirjakova; SW
Slovakia, Podunajské rovina plain, Gab¢ikovo, Danube
river (8171a), 47°54’ N, 17°35' E, 20.IV.2004, 1 speci-
men in detritus, leg. E. Tirjakova.

Distribution: Europe (Belgium, Italy, Russia — Yaros-
lavl dist., lake Ladoga, Vologda dist., Gorky dist.,
Kareliya) (MCINNES, 1994; VAN RoMPU & DE SMET,
1996; TuMANOV, 1997).

Hypsibiidae Pilato, 1969
Thulinius ruffoi (Bertolani, 1981)

Material examined: Western part of C Slovakia,
Vtacnik Mts, Zarnovica — Revistské Podzamdéie, Hron
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river (7478c), 48°31’ N, 18°44’ E, May 1997, 1 speci-
men in the sediment on the river bottom, leg. E. Tir-
jakova; SW Slovakia, Podunajska rovina plain, Brati-
slava, Danube river, Karloveské rameno river branch
(7868a), 48°09’ N, 17°03’ E, 20.I1X.1999, 13 specimens
(one in simplex stage) in the sediment on the river
bottom, leg. M. Mrva; the same place, 30.1X.1999, 8
specimens in a sediment, leg. P. Degma; SW Slovakia,
Podunajska rovina plain, Bratislava-Raca, Raciansky
potok brook (7768d), 48°12’ N, 17°09’ E, 9.X.2003,
28 specimens (two in simplex stage) in detritus on a
lateral channel bottom, leg. P. Vda¢ny.

Distribution: Europe (Italy, Germany, Greece, Rus-
sia — Tatarstan, Yaroslavl dist., lake Ladoga, Nar’yan-
Mar, Kareliya, Novaya Zemlya), Asia (Russia — Taimyr
peninsula), N America (U.S.A. - NY) (MCINNES, 1994;
STRAYER et al., 1994; BERTOLANI & REBECCHI, 1996;
Biserov, 1996, 1999; TumMANOV, 1997; DUDITCHEV
et al., 1998; SCHUSTER, 2003).

Remark: The occurrence in Turkey (MCINNES, 1994)
evidently refers to Macrobiotus ruffoi Maucci, 1973
which is synonym to M. islandicus Richters, 1904 ac-
cording to RAMMAZZOTTI & MAucct (1983).
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